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A DVI ES 


TO THE 


People call'd Methodiſts. 


T may he needſul to ſpecify whom I mean by this 

ambiguous Term ; fince it would be loſt Labour to 

4peak to Methogi/ts, fo called, without firſt deſcribing 
7 to whom I ſpeak. | 

By Methedifts I mean, a People who profeſs to pur- 
ſue (in whatſoever Meaſure they have attained) Holi- 

neſs of Heart and Life, inward and outward Confor- 


mity in all Things to the revealed Will of Gap: Who 


Place Religion in an uniform Reſemblance of the great 
. Obje of it; in a fleady Imitation of Him they wor- 
ſhip, in all his imitable Perfections; more particularly, 
in Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth, or univerſal Love filling 
the Heart, and governing the Life. 

You, to whom I now ſpeak, believe this Love of 
Humankind cannot ſpring but from the Love af Gov. 
Yau think there can be no Inflance of one, whoſe ten- 
der Affection embraces every Child of Man, (cho' not 
endeared to him either by Ties of Blood, or by any na- 
tural or civil Relation) unleſs that Affection flow from 
A grateful, filial Love, to the common Father of all: 

o Gon, conſidered nat only as his Father, but as the 

Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh; yea, as the general 

Parent and Friend of all the Families, both of Heaven 
and Earth. 


This filial Love you ſuppoſe to flow only from Faith, 


Which you deſcribe as a ſuperdatural Evidence (or Can 


viction] of Things not ſeen: ſo that to him Who has 
this Principle, 
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The Things unknown to feeble Senſe, 
Unſeex by Reaſon's glimm'ring Ray, 
With ſtrong commanding Evidence 
2 2 Origin diſplay. 
Faith lends its realizing Light, 
The Clouds diſperſe, the Shadows fly : 
T' Inwvifible appears in Sight, 
Aud GOD is ſeen by Mortal Eye. 


You ſuppoſe this Faith to imply an Evidence that 
God is merciful to ME a Sinner; that He is reconciled 
to me by the Death of his Son, and now accepts me, 
for his Sake. You accordingly deſcribe the Faith of a 
real Chriſtian, as, A ſure Tru and Confidence (over 
and above his ent to the ſacred Writings) which 
«© he hath in Gov, that bis Sins are forgiven ; and that 
he is, thro' the Merits of Cuxisr, reconciled to the 
% Favour of Gop.” 

\ .. You believe farther, that both this Faith and Love 
are wrought in us by the Spirit of Goy; nay, that 


there cannot be in any Man, one good Temper or De- 


| fire, or ſo much as one good Thought, unleſs it be pro- 
duced by the Almighty Power of Gop, by the Inſpira- 
tion or Influence of the Hol r GnosrT. 
If you walk by this Rule, continually endeavouring 
to know, and love, and refemble, and obey the 
 Gop and Father of our Logp Jesvs CurisT, as the 
Go of Love, of pardoning Mercy: If from this Prin- 
Ciple of loving, obedient Faith, you carefully abſtain 
from all Evil, and labour, as you have Opportunity, 
to do Good to a/ Men, Friends or Enemies: If, laſtly, 
ou unite together, to encourage and help each other, 
in thus working out your Salvation, and for that end 
watch over one another in Love, you are they whom 
I mean by MgeTropisTs. | 


The firſt general Advice which one who loves your 
Souls, would earneſtly recommend to every one of you, 
is, Confider with deep and frequent Attention, the peculiar 
Circumſtances wherein you ſtand. th | 
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— äÉ—.. ˙ w  —  Dw_—_— 


Y ; - @*; » *: 
a 2. . ˙· 0 I 


from them. 


call d Methodiſte. 5 


One of theſe is, That you are a zew People. Your 
Name is new, (at leaſt, as uſed in a religious Senſe) not 
heard of, till a few Years ago, either in our own, or any 
other Nation, Your Principles are new, in this reſpect, 
That there is no other Set of People among us (and, 
poſſibly, not in the Chriſtian World) who hold them all, 
in the ſame Degree and Connection; who ſo ſtrenuouſly 
and continually inſiſt on the abſolute Neceſſity of uni- 
verſal Holineſs both in Heart and Life; of a peaceful, 
joyous Love of Gop; of a ſupernatural Evidence of 
Things not ſeen ; of an inward Witneſs that we are the 
Children of God, and of the Inſpiration of the Hol v 
GuosT, in order to any good Thought, or Word, or 
Work. And perhaps there is no other Set of People, 
(at. leaſt not viſibly united together) who lay / much, 
and yet no more Streſs than you do, on Rectitude of Opr- 
nions, on outward Modes of Worſhip, and the . Uſe of 
thoſe Ordinances which you acknowledge to be of Gop. 
So much Streſs you lay even on right Opinions, as to pro- 
feſs, that you earneſtly deſire to have a right Judgment 
in all Things, and are glad to uſe every Means which 
you know or believe may be conducive thereto; and 
yet not ſo much as to condemn any Man upon Earth, 
merely for thinking otherwiſe than you do: much leſs 
to imagine, that Gop condemns him for this, if he be 
upright and fincere of Heart. On thoſe outward Modes 
of Worſoip, wherein you have been bred up, you lay % 
much Streſs, as highly to approve them; but not ſa 
much as to leſſen your Love to thoſe who conſcienciouſly 
diſſent from you herein. You likewiſe lay ſo much Streſs 
on the Uſe of thoſe Ordinances, which you believe to 
be of Gop, as to confeſs, there is no Salvation for you, 
if you wilfully negle&t them. And yet you do not 
judge them that are otherwiſe minded ; you determine 
nothing ny thoſe, who, not believing thoſe Or- 
dinances to be of Gop, do, out of Principle, abſtain 


Your Strictkneſi of Life, taking the whole of it toge- 
ther, may likewiſe be accounted new. I mean, your 
making it a Rule, to abſtain from faſhionable Di verſians, 
from reading Plays, Romances, or Books of Humour, 
from /inging innocent Songs, or ta/king in a merry, gay; 

A divert- 
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diverting Manner; your PJaizne/3 of Dreſs; your Man- 
wer of Dealing in Trade; your Exactneſs in obſervin 
the Lord's Day ; your Scrupulofity as to Things th 
have not paid Cuſom; your total Abſtinence from ſpiri- 
fuous Liquors, (unleſs in Caſes of extreme Nece a; 
your Rule, not to mention the Fault of an abſent 
«« Perſon, in Particular, of Mini/ers, or of thoſe in Au- 
* thority,”” may juſtly be termed new. Seeing altho? 
ſome are ſcrupulous in ſome of theſe Things, others 
are ftrit with regard to other Particulars; yet we do 
not find any other Body of People, who infiſt on all 
theſe Rules together. With reſpe& therefore both to 
your Name, Principles, and Pracłice, you may be con- 
ſidered as a new People. 2 | 
Another peculiar Circumſtance of your preſent Si- 
tuation, is, That you are #&why united together; that 
you are juſt gathered, or (as it ſeems) gathering rather 
out of all other Societies or Congregations ; nay, and 
that you have been hitherto, and do till ſubſiſt with- 
_ out Power, (for you are a low, inſignificant People) with- 
vut Riches (for you ate poor, almoſt to a Man, having 
no more than the plain Neceſſaries of Life) and without 
either any extraordinary Gifts of Nature, or the Advan- 
tages of Education: Moſt even of your Teachers being 
quite unlearned, and (in other Things) ignorant Men. 
There is yet another Circumſtance, which is quite 
ar to yourſelves: Whereas every other re/ipious Set 
-of People, as ſoon as they were joined tb each other, 
ſeparated rbemſelves from their former Societies or Con- 
gregations: Vou, on the 2 do not; nay, you 
abſolutely diſa uomo all Deſire of ſeparating from then. 
You openly and continually declare you have not, nor 
ever had, ſuch a Deſign. And whereas the Congrega- 
tions to which thoſe Separatiſts belong'd, have — 
ſpared no Pains to prevent that Separation; thoſe to 
which you belong, ſpare no Pains (not to prevent, but} 
to occaſion this Separation, to drive you from them, to 
force you on that Diviſion, to which you declare you 
have the ſtrongeſt Averſion. | iy vn | 
Confider theſe iar Circumſtances wherein you 
ſand, and you will ſee the Propriety of a /ſecon# Advice 
I would recommend to you, Do not imagine you _— 
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vid giving Offence : Your very Name renders this im- 
_ poſſible. Perhaps not one in a hundred of thoſe who 
uſe the Term Methodift, have any Idea of what it means. 
To ninety-nine of them it is ſtill Heathen Greet. 
they think it means ſomething very bad, either a Papiſt, 
an Heretic, an Underminer of the Church, or ſome un- 
heard-of Monſter ; and in all Probability, the farther it 
goes, it muſt gather up more and more Evil. It is vain 
therefore for any that is called a Methadip, ever to think 
of not giving Offence. | 
And as much Offence as you give by your Name, you 
will give ſtill more by your Principlex. You will give 
Offence to the Biyvts for Opinions, Modes of Worthip 
and Ordinances, by laying u #w#e Streſs upon them: 
To the Bigotr again them, by laying % math + To 
Men of Form, by inſiſting ſo frequently and ſtrongly on 
the inward Power of Religion: To Mora Men (fo cal- 
led) by declaring the abſolute Neceflity of Fa#rh, in 
order to Acceptance with Goy: To of Reaſor 
you will give Offence, by talking Cn and 
receiving the Holy Ghoſt: To D , Sabbath- 
breakers, common Swearers, and other aprn Simrers, by 
refraining from their Company, as well as by that Dif- 
approbation of theit Behaviour, Which you will often 
be obliged to expreſs. And indeed your Life muſt give 
them continual Offence ; your Sobriety is grievouſly of- 
fenfive to a Drunkard; your ſerious 1 is 
equally intolerable to a gay Impertinent ; and, in ge- 
—— you are 4 fo preciſe and ſugular, To 
8 — po beyond all Senſe and Reaſon, th 
% you /cruple ſo many harmleſs Things, and fatty you 
i are obliged to do fo many others which you need 
* not,” cannot but be an Offence to abundance” of 
People, your Friends and Relations in particatar. Ei- 
ther therefore you muſt conſent to give up your Prin: 
les, or your fond Hope of plealing Men. | 
What makes even your Principles mote is, 
this untting of yourſelves togerher : Becauſe this Union 
renders you more conſpicuoms, placing you more in the 
Eye of Men; more /«/þicious, I mean, liable to be ſuſ- 
pr of carrying on ſome ſiniſter Deſign, {eſpecially 
y thoſe who do not, or 4/ not, know your —_ 
able 
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able Attachment to his preſent Majeſty King George ; 
more dreadful, to thoſe of a fearful Temper, who ima- 
gine you have any ſuch Deſign ; and more odious to 
en of Zeal, if their Zeal be any other than fervent 
Love to Gop and Man. 
This Offence will fink the deeper, becauſe you are 
gathered out of ſo many other Congregations : For the 
warm Men in each will not eaſily be convinced, that 
vou do not de/þi/e either them or their Teachers; nay, 
will probably imagine, that you utterly condemn them, 
as tho? they could not be ſaved. And this Occaſion of 
Offence is now at the Height, becauſe you are juſt ga- 
thered, or gathering rather, ſo that they know not 
where it will end ; but the Fear of loſing (ſo they ac- 
count it) more of their Members, gives an Edge to their 
Leal, and keeps all their Anger and Reſentment in its 
Strength. © - E 
Add to this, that you do. xot leave them quite, you 
ſtill rank yourſelves among their Members, which, to 
thoſe who know not that you do it for Conſcience Sake, 
is alſo a provoking Circumſtance. If you would but 
get out of their Sight !'* But you are a continual 
Thorn in their Side, as long as you remain with them. 
And | (which cannot but anger them the more) you 
have neither Power, nor Riches, nor Learning; yet, 
with-all their Power, and Money, and Wiſdom, they 
can gain no Ground againſt you. | 
Lou cannot but expect, that the Offence continually 
ariſing from ſuch a Variety of Provocations, will gra- 
dually ripen into Hatred, Malice, and all other unkind 
Tempers. And as they who are thus affected will not 
fail to repreſent you to others in the ſame Light as you 
appear to them, ſometimes. as Madmen and Fools; 
ſometimes as wicked Men, Fellows not fit. to live upon 
the Earth ; the Conſequence, humanly ſpeaking, muſt 
be, that, together with your Reputation, you will loſe, 
1. 'The Love of your Friends, Relations and Acquaint- 
ance, even thoſe who once loved you the moſt tenderty : 
Then your Buſineſs; for many will employ you no 
longer, nor buy of ſuch an one as you are; and, 
in due Time, (unleſs he who governs the World inter- 
Poſe) your Health, Liberty, and Life, * 
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What further Advice can be given to a Perſon in ſuch 
a Situation? I cannot but adviſe you, thirdly, Confider, 
deeply with yourſelf, Is the Gor whom I ſerve able to de- 
liver me? I am not able to deliver myſelf out of theſe 
| Difficulties ; much leſs am I able to bear them. I know 
not how to give up my Reputation, my Friends, my 
_ Subſtance, my Liberty, my Life. Can God give me to 
rejoice in doing this? And may I depend upon him, 
that he <vi//? Are the Hairs of my Head all num- 
ber'd ? And does he never fail them that truſt in him ? 
Weigh. this. thoroughly; and if you can truſt Gon with 
your All, then go on, in the Power of his Might. 


Goon; I would earneſtly adviſe you, fourthly, Keep 
In the very Path wherein you now tread. Be true to your 
Principles. Never reſt again in the dead Formality of 
Religion. Purſue with your Might inward and outward 
Holineſs; a ſteady Imitation of him you worſhip ; a 
ſtill increaſing Reſemblance of his imitable Perfections, 
his Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. 
Let this be your manly, noble, generous Religion, 
equally remote from the Meanneſs of Superftition, (which 
places Religion in doing what God hath not enjoined, 
or abſtaining from what he hath not forbidden) and 
from the Unkindneſs of Bigotry, (which confines our 
Affection to our own Party, Sect, or Opinion.) Above 
all, ſtand faſt in obedient Faith, Faith in the Gop of 
rdoning Mercy, in the God and Father of our Lozp 
' aw Cnzisr, who hath loved you, and given himſelf 
for you. Aſcribe to him all the Good you find in your- 
ſelf; all your Peace, and Joy, and Love; all your Pow- 
er to do and ſuffer his Will, thro* the Spirit of the liv- 
ing Gop, Yet in the mean time, carefully avoid Eu- 
thufiaſm ; Impute not the Dreams of Men to the all-wiſe 
Gop ; and expect neither Light nor Power from him, 
_ in the ſerious Uſe of all the Means He hath ordain- 
he true alſo to your Principles, touching Opinions, 
and the Externals of Religion. Uſe every Ordinance 
which you believe is of Gop ; but beware of Narrow- 
neſs of Spirit towards thoſe who uſe them not, Con- 
form yourſelf to thoſe Modes of Worſhip which you ap- 
prove; 
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yore Jove, as Brethren, .thoſe who cannot con- 
form. Lay ſo much Streſs on Opinians, that all yaur 

© own (if it be poſſible) may agtee with Truth and Rea- | 

Jon; but have a care of Anger, Diſlike or Con / 
toward thoſe whoſe Opinions differ from yours. You 
are daily accuſed of this: (And indeed, what is it, 
"whereof you are not accuſed ? But beware of giving any 
Ground for ſuch an Accuſation. Condemn no Man for 
not thinking as you think. Let every one enjoy the full 
and free Liberty of thinking for himſelf. Let every 
Man uſe his own Judgment, fince every Man muſt give 
an Account of himlelf to Gon. A every Ap- 
proach, in any Kind or Degree, to the Spirit of Perſe- 
Aion. If you cannot reaſon or perſuade a Man into the 
Truth, never attempt to farce him into it. If Love 
Jaga compel him to come in, leave him to Gon, the 

e , . 

Vet expect not, that others will deal thus with you. 

No: Some will endeavour to fight you aut of your 

| Principles; ſome to hne you into a more Re- 

| 1 to laugh. and rally you aut of your Singularity : 
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Rut from none of theſe will you be in ſo Danger 
oF as from thoſe who aſſault NG quite Mien 
* Pans, with Softneſs, good Nature, and earneſt Profeſh- 
ons of — real) 7 2 pon —_ 
cance to àvo e very Appearance T. 
- Contempt, or Unkindneſs, and to hold fat the whole 
Truth of Gon, both in Principle and in Practice. 
This indeed will be interpreted as Unkindneſs. Your 
farmer Acquaintance will look upon this, that you will 
nat ſin or 4ife with them, as 72 of your 
ö Coldneſs toward them ; and this you mult be 
_Eqntent to bear: But labour to avoid all real Unkind- 
nels, all diſobliging Words, or Harſhneſs of Speech ; 
all Shyneſs or Strangeneis of Behaviour ; ſpeak to them 
with all the Tenderneſs and Love, and behave with all 
the Sweetneſs and Courteſy you can; taking care mot | 
do give any needleſs Offence to Neighbaur ar Stranger, 
Friend or Enemy. | 
Perhaps on this veny Account, I might adviſe Feu, 
Fah, Not to talk much of what you ſuffer ; © of the 
* Perſecution you endured at ſuch a Time, and the 
| 38 F © Wickedneſs 
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« Wickedneſs of your Perſecutors.” Nothing more 
tends to exaſperate them than this : And therefore, (al- 
tho there is a Time when theſe Things muſt be men- 
tioned, yet) it might be a general Rule, to do it as ſel- 
dom as you can with a ſafe Conſcience, For (beſides 
its Tendency to inflame them) it has the Appearance of 
Evil, of Oſtentation, of magnifying yourſelves. It 
alſo tends to puff you up with Pride, and to make you 
think yourſelves ſome great ones, as it certainly does to 
excite or increaſe in your Heart IIl-will, Anger, and all 
unkind Tempers. It is, at beſt, Loſs of Time; for in- 
ſtead of the Wickedneſs of Men, you might be talking 
of the Goodneſs of Gop : Nay, it is, in truth, an open 
wilful Sin; it is Tale-bearing, Back-biting, Evil-ſpeak- 
ing, (a Sin you can never be {ſufficiently watchful agai 
ſeeing it ſteals upon you in a thouſand Shapes.) Would 
it not be far _ profitable ”_ e pee of 
ſpeaking againſt them, to pray for ? To confirm 
—. towards thoſe unhappy Men, whom you be- 
| paar fighting againſt Goo, by crying mightily to 
him in their Beb f, that he may open their Eyes and 
I have now only to commend you to the Care of him 
who hath all Power in Heaven and in Earth : Beſeech- 
ing him, that in every Circumſtance of Life, you may 
ſtand firm as the beaten Anvil to the Stroke: De- 
firing nothing on Earth, accounting all Things but 
Dung and Droſs, that you may win CnaIsT; and al- 


228 * It is the Part of a good Champi- 
on, to be alive, and to conquer! 
Ocrozee 10. 
1745. 
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